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|. Humbly offered to the Honorable" 


" HOUSE of COMMONS, 
bat By the Free Traders of ENGL A N D, 


Againſt the IMPOSITIO N deſired by the Creditors of the Hamborough-Com- 
pany, to be laid on all Goods coming from any Part between the Sehax and C alice, 
or the Diſcharging of the ſaid Companys Debts. #F 


HAT we are informed, that the ſaid Debr was Contracted by reaſon of great ſums of Moneys lent and 
gon to our former Kings, or their Miniſters, and to thoſe in Authority in the Times of the late Trou- 
les, for the Maintaining of their Patent, which was then called into queſtion, a4 prejudicial ro the Trade, 
bur eſpecially ro the Manufa of the Nation. | 
2. Wherefore we judge it unreaſonable, that all German, Flemiſh, and Holland Godls, brought in by others - 
his Majeſties SubjeQs, that are nor of the ſaid Company, ſhould be charged towards the'payment of thoſe Debrs 
which were ContraQted by the ſaid Company, for their particular advantage only. _ | 
3. By this Artifice, the ſaid Company do tacitely inſinuate themſelves into a kind of.owning or a ving of their Pa- 
tent by Parliament ; which we humbly conceive, nor to be the intention of this Honorabe Houſe : but on the con- 
rrary,we hope the Parliament will look upon it as a Monopoly, and judge it prejudicial Nartion, to have thcir Pa- 
tent owned by which _ pretend a Right to be the Sole Exporters ot our Woollen , to the places with- 
in their Patent ; which doubtleſs they will put in Execution, with the utmoſt Rigor, if otce their Patent comes to 
be owned by Parliament. 

Bur, if beſides this, they could ſo ſettle their Patent, as to have the Sole Importation of allmanner of Goods, out of 
the Countreys mentioned in their Patent, which hitherto hath been Free for all men,,w bly defire the Hono- 
rable Houſe of Commons , to conſider the prejudice rhe Nation would receive thereby": for, if one Company , 
how great or numerous ſoever, have the ſole Exportation of our Manufacture p fo conſiderable a parr 
of the World ; and the ſole Importation of all Commodities from ſo conſiderable a part of thaWorld, they may by their 
BY-LAWS fo Combine together, as to buy our ManufaCture ar as low a Rare, and refſell the Comodities they 
port, at as high a Rate as they pſeaſe, and ſo Enrich themſelves, to the Impoveriſhing of the Nation. 

. But, to ſhew that the Impoſition ir ſelf is of prejudice to the. Nation, in ——_ it waild be roo tedious to in- 
ſtance in all Commodities, we will only taKance in that one Commodity of Linnen : All Hanen from Germany, Hol- 
land, and Flanders. have already very high Cuſtoms and Duties laid upon them, amountig in ſome ſorts to 20. in 
ſome to 15. in ſome to 12. per Cert. and thoſe that pay leaſt pay above 10. per Cent. of he vallue which is much 
higher than the Dutyes on any other ſort of Linnen, and in particular rhe French Linnet} ; Whereas moſt of the 
Linnens from Germezy , Fland:rs and Hilland are bought with the produ@t of our © Nanufafture, and ought 
therefore ro be the more encouraged ; whereas, on the contrary, moſt ( if nor all the Fench Linnens are boughc 
with ready Mony, and are not the Returns of the gp of our Manufactury, in regard theFrench King hath laid fo 
great an Impoſition on our Manu faCture, that hardly any of ir is tranſported into France. || 

Bur, if yet more Impoſitions be laid on thoſe Linnens ,it will more increaſe the Imporation of French Linnens , 
and So ade more enrich France, and more obſtru& the bringing in of Linnens from Grmany, Holland and. Flan- 
ders, and conſequently the Conſumption of our Manufacture: For it they cannot vend thei Linnen, they cannot buy 
our Manufacture: but on the contrary, as they find the. Linnen ManufaCtures tor decay, tiey will be neceſſitated to 
fall upon making Woollen Manufactures, and will in timeneed none of ours. F 

. This new Impoſition would diminiſh his Majeſties Cuſtoms, for about + of the Linnen fat come from Germany , 
Flanders. and Holland, are again Exporrted, to Ireland, to the Canaries, and to other Weſtern Iſlang/and ro our Colonics and 
Plantations in rhe Weft 1nd:es,upon which, when ſo Exported, his Majeſly doth Retain declaro hat the Cuſtoms: now if this 
new Impoſition be laid _ | warh the Duties will be ſo high, that there can be none Exportd, but the above menti- 
oned places will be furniſht at cheaper Rates from Helland,: Hamburg and Flanders, and conſqs . his Maj 
loſe all that part of the Cuſtoms, which he now keeps of the* ſaid Linnens, which after Imporzation 
red. Now in regard there will be ſcarce any Exportation, becauſe the Duties will be ſo exceedinghight 
while to run them on Shore, and ſo defraud his Majeſty of the whole Cuſtom, to the great dimy 
venue ; whereas at preſent, becauſe half the Cuſtom and the whole Additional Duty is rer 

-. man eadeayours to ſave Cuſtom, becauſe he then loſes that benefit at the Exportation. 
$. We humbly deſire the Honorable Houſe of Commons to conſider whether if e aPre 
- Companies Debts, it may not become the Caſe ofthe C ies of London, who have pon 
*D yu Seal and of all rations, and the Chamber of London it ſelf, and whether the Bankersat others that have 
- lJent;and ma hereafter lend vaſt Sums of Money, may not hope for the like Favour ? the eo of which the 
"Fo >rable- e of Commons will be beſt able ro judge. 


9. : J lay aTax upon Goods, would make all men leave of their Trades in rhe Company, and drive thr Trade in Dutch 


+ Bl Marts or Towns as are our of the C '$ Priviledges. T3 «thi 
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